MAKEOVER
BEFORE o DETAILS

Homeowners Julie Reilly, a professional
potter, and her husband Mark, who
works in technology Family Josh, 4, and
Emily, 8 months Location Oxfordshire
Property Five-bedroom converted barn,

part of which dates back to 1603

BUDGET BREAKDOWN

Sanitaryware £3,213 Shower
£2,645 Tiles £1,509 Brassware
£1,229 Heating £1,025 Lighting £254

TOTAL SPEND
| £9,875
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To replan the layout of the existing
bathroom to include a shower
and freestanding tub, and design
a new scheme in keeping with the
age and style of the house

THE FLOORPLAN

.

PROJECT
NOTES

A raw or live-edged wooden
worktop is a statement
piece, adding visual interest
and texture - contact a
local timber merchant
to find a supplier
near you

3.4m

1.8m




Ideal for a narrow space,
the chic bath has a small
footprint. ‘It's lovely and
deep and just the right
size for me, says Julie
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I created the
basin myself”

When Julie Reilly couldn’t find a design in keeping with her gorgeous
converted barn, she simply took matters into her own capable hands
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he Reillys' home is a magical

place. Hidden behind an

old wall, Julie and Mark’s

property is accessed through

a clematis and rose-covered
tunnel that leads to a Mediterranean gravel
garden and the house itself — a charming
barn, part of which dates back to the
17th-century, which had been converted
18 years previously. ‘Before we had stepped
inside, we were sold on it, Julie remembers,
‘so you can imagine our delight when we
discovered that it had also been beautifully
renovated with plenty of original features.

Originally a single-storey building, the

developer created 2 full-height space up to
the eaves, while one section was divided
into two floors, some boxed in to form
bedrooms and the rest left open-plan as a
mezzanine with a gallery. This quirky and
unconventional layout suits its rural
setting, but adding the first-floor level
meant that the area underneath it has low
ceilings. So when Julie and Mark decided
to update the ground-floor bathroom, it
soon became apparent that their plans to
include a shower weren't going to be plain

sailing due to its lack of height. A cast iron
bath and absence of heating also made it
chilly and uninviting. “The room looked
tired and dated, but we didn’t want it to
lose its character by installing something
shiny and too contemporary, Julie explains.
‘A visit to InStil Design, a local bathroom
company, gave us plenty of ideas. We asked
their designer Karen Beecroft to help us
with our project, and she came up with a
scheme that was not only modern but also
blended with the style of the house.”

The bathroom was less than two metres
high with a concrete floor, so even though
there was enough floor space for a shower
if the WC was moved to the centre of
the room, head height was undeniably
an issue. The solution was to dig down
into the concrete to install a shower drain
with tanking to make a wet-room-style
base and fit a shower head, flush to the
ceiling. This gave Julie and Mark those
all-important extra inches they needed.
Slots were then made into the beams to
allow a bespoke screen to be fitted.

However, the couple couldn’t find a
basin they liked enough to fit the rustic »
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GOOD IDEA
Building a false wall? Use
it to create cubby holes
for bathroom essentials

scheme. Unfazed, Julie — a professional

potter who runs her own business from
the couple’s garage — simply created her
own instead. ‘I bought a kiln with my
maternity money and havent looked back,’
she smiles. “The basin I made is coil-built,
made by rolling clay into sausages and then
stacking them on top of each other to form
a vessel shape. I had a couple of attempts
before I got the free-form design that I
wanted and then used a commercial glaze
to make sure that it was watertight.’

The statement, raw-edged basin shelf
evokes a bathroom that Julie had spotted
while browsing Pinterest. To recreate it,

TEXTURED FINISH *
Miniature round mosaics §
add interest behind the #
boxed-in WC frame

she ordered something similar from a
bespoke company in Scotland. ‘When it
arrived, Mark and I gave it coats of yacht
varnish to seal it,’ she says. ‘Our versatile
plumber made a drawer to go underneath
to store our toiletries and bits and bobs.’
The finishing touches of underfloor
heating and a large towel radiator also
contribute to the new space’s cosy and
welcoming vibe. ‘We've created a little
sanctuary,’ Julie smiles. It’s the warmest
room in the house, so it’s also now the
cat’s bedroom, unsurprisingly! And as this
revamp has been such a success, next on
our to do list is the upstairs bathroom.” GH

SHOPPING BASKET

SANITARYWARE Slipp bath, £1,194; Sfera wall-hung WC and soft-close seat,
£394; Duofix WC frame, £358; Kappa 21 flush plate, £67; Monaco bespoke shower
screen, £885; Raindance Air overhead shower head, £384; Showerselect chrome
thermostat, £552; Universal iBox, £138; Axor Starck Organic porter unit, £366;
Linear single-trap wall drain, £320, all InStil Design SINK & TAPS Handmade rockpool
basin, £1,200, Julie Reilly. Talis S2 single-lever basin mixer, £234; Techno 465
single-leg floorstanding bath-shower mixer, £995, all Instil Design HEATING
Thermonet underfloor heating, £316; Chime towel radiator, £709, all InStil Design
SHOWER LIGHTING Starlight porcelain wall-light shades, £70 each, Julie Reilly.
Ice LED downlights, £72, InStil Design TILES Atlas Gris floor tiles, £41 per sqm;
Saloni PN6500 tiles in shower, £60 per sgm; Saloni VA6610 mosaics, £31.80 per
sheet, all InStil Design FURNITURE Waney edge board, £90, The Wood Place
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IDEAS TO STEAL

Adopt Julie’s style for a contemporary
bathroom that’s full of character

1 KEEP THE LOOK MINIMAL
Tuck in a slimline floorstanding
bath filler behind a freestanding tub

T WASTE NOTHING
Use leftover floor tiles to create
a chic co-ordinating splashback

T DON’T FORGET STORAGE
In the absence of a vanity unit,
use wall-hung cabinets for toiletries




